
TAPLOW PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TAPLOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 26th JULY 2016 AT 7.00 P.M. IN TAPLOW VILLAGE CENTRE HIGH STREET TAPLOW 
Present	
Cllr. Jamie Barnard 	(In the Chair)	Cllr. John Bamberg			
Cllr. Roger Worthington 		Cllr. Yannick Le Touze
Cllr. Louise Symons			Cllr. Gerry O’Riordan
Cllr. Val Pridmore			Cllr. Toby Greeves
Cllr. John Kennedy
Mrs. K H Holder – clerk
Six members of the public including County Cllr. Dev Dhillon and James Harrison from the Maidenhead Advertiser.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00pm. 

Open forum 
No persons present requested to speak.

PC/49/16	Apologies for absence
Cllr. George Sandy.

PC/50/16	To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 17th May 2016
These were approved and signed by Cllr. Barnard.

PC/51/16	Matters Arising from previous meetings 
Cllr. Bamberg noted that he had asked for an agenda item at the last meeting to close down the Building Reserve and transfer these funds to operational reserves. This had been overlooked by the Clerk but would be on the next agenda.

PC/52/16	To agree to co-opt a new councillor
52.1	Two candidates were in attendance and introduced themselves. Claire Price had moved to Berry Hill four years ago. She had qualified as a chartered accountant with PWC and had had a career in the USA and this Country in telecoms and media companies. She had two young children. Rupert Sellers had lived in the EDRA area for 17 years and had had a career in sales and marketing in the hotel industry and then recruitment, currently running his own recruitment company. He had two teenage daughters.
52.2	On a show of hands it was agreed to co-opt Claire Price by a majority vote. She was invited to join the Council and signed her declaration of acceptance of office. The Clerk explained that she would be unable to vote at this meeting.

PC/53/16	To consider the request from Playgroup to extend their fencing
53.1	Cllr.  Pridmore reported that she had met with the Playgroup manager and clarified their request. Councillors undertook a site visit. Following debate it was agreed that 
53.1.1 moveable fencing and gates could be put up to enclose - during Playgroup sessions  - the full extent of the paved area alongside the Green from the side of the sheds to a point opposite to the start of the wall of the village hall.
53.1.2 no fencing could be put alongside the pathway by the Perkins Room
53.1.3 moveable gates could be put up facing the pathway by the Perkins Room for access during Playgroup sessions
53.1.4 at the end of each Playgroup session on each day the fencing and gates must be dismantled moved and stored safely behind/alongside the sheds.
53.1.5 for a trial period of three months the fencing from the edge of the sheds and alongside the Green ( but not extending beyond a point opposite to the nearest edge of the sheds to the village hall) need not be removed each day 
53.2	County Cllr. Dhillon said that if Playgroup operated as a charity then they could apply for a grant for the fencing costs via him from the community project fund. The deadline was 14th September.

PC/54/16	To consider projects and their funding to resolve the parking issues in Marsh Lane and Hillmead Court and to install a streetlight at Cliveden Gages
54.1	Cllr. O’Riordan claimed that parking in Marsh Lane between the A4 and the first set of houses had become worse in the last 8 months and created a bottleneck at the traffic lights on weekdays. In his opinion double yellow lines on both sides of the road from the A4 to the Jubilee River bridge were necessary. He believed the problem was not just caused by commuters but also by Bishops Centre staff and police staff had been seen to park there too. He believed the one way system proposed by the Council would help and enquired what progress there was on that.
54.2	County Cllr. Dhillon reported that the one way system was still on the table and he had met with the County Parking Strategy Manager, Alistair Turk, and they had visited the area together. Mr. Turk’s concerns were that when Crossrail comes there will be four trains per hour stopping in Taplow and the full impact of that could not be known at this stage and he was reluctant to support any changes until then. As there had only been one recordable incident on the road in the last ten years the road was not a priority for remedial measures. County Cllr. Dhillon added that residents had been in touch with him with different views as to how to alleviate the problem and there did not seem to be a clear consensus as to what was being asked for by residents. Any scheme would need funding as the LAF could only consider 50% funding. He recommended that the costs of more than one scheme could be rolled into one application to the LAF. The deadline for funding for 2017/18 was the end of August.
54.3 Cllr. Worthington pointed out that if the area around the station was developed in the way the emerging local plan had earmarked then this could cause another huge impact on the parking situation. 
54.4 Cllr. Barnard summed up the situation by noting that if BCC were waiting until the impact of Crossrail was known then it could be another 4 or 5 years before anything was done. It was agreed that something should be done about Marsh Lane parking issues before then. The Clerk and Cllr. O’Riordan were asked to consult with residents in Marsh Lane about what solution they would like to see for the parking problems and report back to the next meeting. Cllr. Bamberg advised that monies were available to the Council to assist but should be used wisely.
54.5	It was agreed that no further steps should be taken in respect of Hillmead Court Residents Association’s request for double yellow lines at this stage.
54.6	County Cllr. Dhillon said he had previously been unsuccessful in applying for funding from the LAF for a streetlight for Cliveden Gages; however a quote had been now received in the sum of £870 to install a street light at the entrance to Cliveden Gages and he confirmed that he would transfer the monies for this to the Council shortly. Cllr. Pridmore expressed concern that the preferred location on the splayed entrance way might not be accessible because of a BT box and the impact on sight lines. There was a post opposite that might be useable. The Clerk was concerned that the costs could increase if the electricity supply was problematic. The Clerk would ask the contractor to liaise with Cllr. Pridmore with a view to agreeing the best location and finalizing the quotation. It was agreed that additional costs of up to £500 would be met by the Council should the price increase owing to the need to relocate the new lamppost.

PC/55/16	To consider the feasibility of speed cameras on Berry Hill and applying to the LAF for match funding  
55.1	Cllr. Le Touze reported that the working party’s preferred solution to the speeding issue on Berry Hill was to install cameras at a cost of up to £60,000 plus up to £6,000pa maintenance costs. Revenue raised would go to the Treasury not local authorities. Following debate it was agreed that it was not feasible to spend the amount of money required to install cameras even with match funding. Speed humps were not the solution either given the gradient of the road. Cllr. Le Touze advised he had asked the police to undertake speed camera checks but had had no response. Cllr. Dhillon agreed to pursue the police on this.
55.2	The Clerk advised that a community speedwatch scheme existed whereby residents could be trained and vetted as Police Support Volunteers to record regular offenders who would then be written to and after three incidents visited by the police. Cllrs. Pridmore, Le Touze and O’Riordan expressed an interest in this. The Clerk would pursue.
55.3	Cllr. Le Touze noted that there was a 400m section of Berry Hill which was a 40mph zone. The Clerk was asked to write to TfB to ask for the speed limit to be changed to 30mph along its whole stretch from the A4 as this would give a stronger message for drivers to reduce their speed.

PC/56/16	To consider issues of speeding in Cliveden Road 
Cllr. Pridmore advised that the speed limit on this road was 60mph and that a resident had written to the Council requesting the Council’s support to have it reduced to 40mph. She confirmed that the road was dangerous for users because of the speed of traffic. Following debate no action was agreed on this issue.

PC/57/16	To review the state of the war memorial and how to progress any renovation works
Cllr. Barnard reported that Eva Lipman was concerned that the war memorial might need renovation and grants were currently available to help with this. Nigel Smales advised that the local Royal British Legion had been wound up. The memorial had been built with public subscription in 1922. It was on land owned by the diocese but he did not believe the diocese owned it nor was it a war grave owned by the War Graves Commission. The Clerk was asked to contact the church to clarify if they accepted responsibility for it. If not to obtain quotes from stone masons and apply for a grant.

PC/58/16	To agree a policy on promotional materials and a policy on hate crimes
58.1 A draft policy on promotional materials was discussed and agreed and would be placed with these minutes. 
58.2 A resident had asked for the Council to adopt a policy against hate crimes. It was agreed that as the Council opposed all crime there was no need to single out hate crime and no specific policy was needed.

PC/59/16	To consider strategies to resolve litter issues
59.1 Following debate it was agreed not to proceed with proposals to engage the Council’s own litter picker but the Clerk was asked to write to SBDC to clarify their litter picking rota ( especially in respect of Marsh Lane) and procedures given that few had seen any litter picking except along River Road grassed areas at various times including Saturdays.
59.2 Cllr. Bamberg was concerned about the Jubilee River footpath near the bridge because of the rubbish left there and the lack of maintenance of the path and fencing. The Clerk was asked to write to SBDC about this too.
59.3 Cllr Bamberg and County Cllr. Dhillon were meeting with Berkeley Homes (who owned both banks of the Jubilee River apart from the slope into the river) and would raise the issues with them.

PC/60/16	To agree meeting dates for 2017
The Clerk explained that she had prepared a list of dates for 2017 along the pattern of this year’s meeting dates but with two exceptions. Firstly to separate the APM from the AGM and secondly to add a meeting in March to avoid a four month gap between meetings which in previous years had led to two emergency meetings to be scheduled instead. She added that all other councils in South Bucks met at least 10 times a year and to have such big gaps led to lengthier meetings and had an impact on democracy as it meant the chairman had to make unnecessary emergency decisions. Following debate in which it was noted that Cllr. Sandy and Cllr. Bamberg opposed more meetings and felt nothing had suffered for the lack of them, it was agreed to add a meeting in March but to keep the AGM and APM on the same evening being 23rd May next year.

PC/61/16	To consider contributing to the training costs for the Odds Farm defibrillator and other possible sites for defibrillators and how to fund these
Cllr. Pridmore explained that Odds Farm Resident’s Association had requested help to acquire a defibrillator but it had become clear that this would not be a public access one and didn’t meet the Legacy Fund requirements. Odds Farm had since acquired one themselves but the Council was asked to consider whether a contribution could be made to fund training. It was agreed that the Council could only fund public access services. Councillors were asked to consider whether any other areas could benefit from a defibrillator.

PC/62/16	Planning
62.1 Cllr. Worthington noted that most applications were acceptable in nature but noted that Berkeley Homes had been making applications to remove conditions. One of these had been to replace the large trees they had removed with bushes and the Council had written to object as all previous plans had shown full height trees being reinstated. 
62.2 He noted that a number of NMA applications relating to Queen Anne Cottage had been withdrawn - which withdrawals the Council supported. 
62.3 He added that the Council should now be concerned about the state of some of the ancient walls in the area since the wall collapsed in Rectory Road. In particular the Wellbank wall with its prominent bulge was of especial concern. The Clerk advised that about a year ago she had written to both Residents Associations at Wellbank and been advised there was no danger. She was asked to write again.
62.4 Terms of reference for the Neighbourhood Plan working group were agreed and would be kept with these minutes.
62.5 Cllr. Worthington commented that the proposed A4 cycleway project had been badly managed so far but the Council’s input had now been invited as to the options to put to consultation. One option was to leave the existing kerb on the north side of the A4 from the railway bridge  but widen it by hacking back vegetation. The other option was to build out into the A4. It was unanimously agreed that no steps should be taken to narrow or encroach on the A4 for fear of increasing the congestion and problems experienced by road users.
62.6 County Cllr. Dhillon advised that with immediate effect SBDC had agreed to add as an informative, enforceable via the environment team, on every planning permission that contractors should comply with considerate working hours.

PC/63/16	To consider appointing a representative to liaise with St Nicolas School 
Cllr. Pridmore volunteered for this role. This was agreed. The Clerk would write to the school accordingly.

PC/64/16	To  receive reports from outside bodies
There were none.

PC/65/16	To consider the Council’s preferences regarding the proposals for local government reform
Cllr. Barnard explained that SBDC and Chiltern DC were proposing to unite to form a unitary authority to oppose the County Council’s plans to form one themselves. PWC were to be engaged to make the case. It was felt that a smaller authority would be less remote and better equipped to meet local needs. County Cllr Dhillon expressed concern that SBDC and Chiltern might be too small to form a unitary authority and noted that the County Council could not otherwise sustain itself due to government cuts. Cllr. Bamberg proposed and it was unanimously agreed that the Council should express its opinion that it did not want too many layers of government between themselves and central government. The Parish Council would wish to see just one layer which would preferably be something bigger than the District Council but smaller than the County Council which is too remote.

PC/66/16	Finance
66.1   It was agreed to ratify all expenditure:-
66.1.1  shown in the cashbook to date 
66.1.2  incurred in adding fixing bolts and a steel plate to the village green concrete base which expenditure should come from the Legacy Fund.
66.1.3 on repairing the Approach Road damaged streetlight head 
66.2 It was agreed that expenditure and income relating to the  Beacon event should be allocated to the Legacy Fund 
66.3 It was agreed to accept the quote to replace the timer in the Perkins room for the sum of £233 including VAT.
66.4 Cllr. Bamberg noted that the Council had heavily overspent for this time of the year on repairs to the village centre (that is, it had spent 55% of the annual budget in the first quarter) and it was necessary to exercise caution going forward so as to stay within budget.

PC/67/16	Any other business ( for which no decisions may be taken at this meeting) and to consider agenda items for the next full council meeting on 27th September  2016 at 7.00pm 
67.1 Cllr. Worthington advised that 100 residents had subscribed to the email service and he would be sending out the first email summarising recent council decisions shortly via the Clerk.
67.2 County Cllr. Dhillon reported that a pilot scheme to provide a school bus for children from Dorney and Taplow to attend schools in Burnham would be trialled in September and asked the Council to help spread the word.

The meeting ended at 9.50pm.
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