
TAPLOW PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TAPLOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 29th NOVEMBER 2016 AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE PERKINS ROOM TAPLOW VILLAGE CENTRE HIGH STREET TAPLOW SL6 0EX
Present	
Cllr. Jamie Barnard 			Cllr. Yannick Le Touze.
Cllr. Roger Worthington 		Cllr. Louise Symons
Cllr. Toby Greeves			Cllr. Val Pridmore
Cllr. Claire Price 			Cllr. John Kennedy
Mrs. K H Holder – clerk
Two members of the public including County Councillor Dev Dhillon.

Open forum  
County Cllr. Dev Dhillon reported that he would go through all the responses to the Cycleway consultation and would be meeting with Bath Road residents and Cllr. Sandy so that he fully understood the objections received. He would support the view of the majority of the responders. Cllr. Barnard emphasized that councillors were unanimously against the cycleway. Cllr. Dhillon added he would be attending the LAF meeting on 7th December and would raise any issues the Council wished to raise. He said that he was still hoping to secure funding for work to River Road so that repairs could be undertaken next March. Cllr. Kennedy asked for road markings at the junction to be reinstated too. The Clerk and Cllr. Pridmore thanked Cllr. Dhillon for the grant towards the Cliveden Gages streetlight.

PC/84/16	Apologies for absence
Cllr. George Sandy, Cllr. John Bamberg and Cllr. Gerry O’Riordan. In the absence of the Chairman Cllr. Barnard chaired the meeting.

PC/85/16	To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 27th September 
These were approved and signed by Cllr. Barnard. 

PC/86/16	Matters Arising
Cllr. Barnard said he had looked at the draft loan terms prepared by Zoe Hatch for the litter picking equipment and felt there was no need for the terms to be formal or for a deposit to be required. It was agreed to keep the form simple with just a few words about risk to be supplied by Cllr. Barnard. The Clerk advised that the suppliers were having difficulty delivering to the village hall given how rarely it was manned. Zoe Hatch offered to accept delivery for the Council and this was agreed.

PC/87/16  To agree a response to the consultation on local government reform
Cllr. Worthington commented that Bucks County Council were seeking one unitary authority with local ‘hubs’. He felt that although BCC were suggesting there might be greater powers to parishes, it would be likely that a small parish like Taplow would need to cluster with other parishes to achieve any benefit. Cllr. Barnard advised that he and Cllr. Sandy had attended a presentation by District who were proposing two or three unitary authorities. Taplow would fall within South Bucks and Chiltern authority. He said he preferred the District offer as a single authority felt too remote. Cllr. Pridmore had some experience of working for different sized authorities; she felt that BCC did not seem to be structuring things very well but the danger for a smaller authority was affording the right caliber of staff. It was agreed that there was insufficient experience or consensus to make any representations to central government on this but that individuals could make their own comments directly.

PC/88/16	To approve costs of tidying area around the car park
The Clerk had received a quote from our maintenance contractor to undertake an additional thorough clear up of the area around the car park which would include removing ivy and removing the exposed plastic sheeting. The quote was for £260. This was in additional to the usual maintenance charges. This was agreed.

PC/89/16	To approve replacing the Red Birch Tree on the Village Green
It was agreed to replace the dead Red Birch tree on the Green at a cost not exceeding £200 from the Land Securities fund.

PC/90/16	Planning
Cllr. Worthington reported and his comments were approved by the Parish Council:-
90.1 Mill Lane has finally been permanently closed following the approval of the Road Closure Order. Lighting for the new Marketing Suite has been approved but the Council’s  request for limited hours of use had been accepted. Lighting will only be permitted from 8am to 9pm. Presently Berkeley Homes have submitted for approval their proposals for the management company and the maintenance of the public areas. It seems the management company will be owned by Berkeley Homes. He expressed concerns about future plans for these areas.
90.2 Huntswood Golf Course – this went to the planning committee last week following individual representations and was rejected as overdevelopment. 
90.3 Ellington Gardens - the most recent of many applications on the site was rejected on flood risk grounds and failure of the Sequential Test.
90.4 Odds Farm Nursery School - this has been refused. A second application has been made for a house extension. 
90.5 Rose Cottage, the High Street - the increase in the number of bedrooms raises concerns over increased street parking. Objection raised
90.6 Teesdale Marsh Lane - Objection raised concerning parking provision with the increase in number of bedrooms
90.7 Railway Cottages, Approach Road - Concern over the movement of land from agriculture to residential in the Green Belt. Objection raised. This application has been withdrawn.
90.8 Lattice Cottage River Road - we objected on substantially the same grounds as 5 Ellington Gardens.
90.9 Green Springs Marsh Lane -Two applications submitted. The first we have objected to (too large to be permitted development). The second 16/02091/CLOPED  -the same objection applies. The existing rear extension is not part of the original building; they will need planning permission rather than permitted development rights. Intend to object.
90.10 Hawthorns Bath Road - Conversion to care home. Not minded to object – no alteration of any note and it is a very large property.
90.11 Fieldon House Berry Hill - Not minded to object but record it as it is from a Parish Councillor.
90.12 Green Belt Preferred Options Consultation
The item most strongly affecting Taplow is Option 15, relating to land adjacent to Taplow Station. This is proposed to be taken out of the Green Belt with a presumption in favour of office development. The attached conditions allow for parking but only for the proposed offices. No account is taken of the need for station parking. Our response is made difficult because of the divided responsibilities affecting the future of this site.
It was agreed to submit: Taplow Parish Council comments as follows on the Green Belt Options Consultation. Our comments are restricted to Option 15 (Land adjacent to Taplow Station). Option 15 takes no account of the arrival of Crossrail at Taplow in 2019 and the expected growth in demand for parking at the station. To allocate this site for office development, with the subsequent great rise in the value of the land will limit any prospect for improved station parking. A significant increase in parking capacity (surface level only) should be achievable without taking the land out of the Green Belt. We do not oppose the growth of some office space on this site but consider that the correct decision at this time is to reject Option 15. This preserves the options to establish an appropriate solution to the station growth with Crossrail. This solution may be much easier to establish when a Unitary Authority emerges which will have control of both land allocation and street parking.
90.13 Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr. Worthington  asked for a further grant of £250 from the Land Securities Fund on top of the £1,000 grant already allocated so that the Council could engage a professional company to help design the questionnaire. He had received one quote and another company had refused to quote. He would attempt to ask for a third quote. The extra funding of £250 was agreed. He would also make the questionnaire available via a survey monkey.

PC/91/16	To receive reports from outside bodies
There were none.

PC/92/16	To agree a response on the Formal Consultation on the Revised Highway Safety Inspection Policy
It was agreed that the Parish Council were not experienced enough on the issues to comment especially given the deadline was 12th December.

PC/93/16	Finance
93.1 Expenditure shown in the cashbook circulated prior to the meeting was approved for payment.
93.2 The Clerk reported that a resident had complained of dog mess near his property at Church Cottages. The Clerk reported a new bin would cost approximately £300 plus Vat to acquire and install. It was agreed to acquire a new dog bin at the corner of Hill Farm Road and the Buffins on the verge nearest the allotments.
93.3   The cost of £60 to apply a product to improve the noticeboard  was not approved.
93.4   The pension discretion policies approved by the finance committee had been circulated and were approved.
93.5   Cllr. Price reported on income and expenditure for the year to date and the forecast for next year. Generally income and expenditure were expected to be much the same overall. There would be a 2% increase in salaries. Several major items of  ‘one off’ capital expenditure were forecast - such as replacing the Perkins Room windows and repairing the flat roof. The issue was whether to fund these from reserves or by increasing the precept. She noted that the tax base was increasing by about 78 households. She was also aware that the issue of repairing the barn had since come up. Following debate it was agreed that the key criteria was to understand what residents wanted. Several councillors said residents had spoken to them about being willing to pay more for more amenities such as increased litter picking and traffic calming measures. Devolved services might also be looked at again. It was agreed with an abstention by Cllr. Kennedy, that the precept for 2017-18 should be increased by £3 per tax base household from the current rate. 

PC/94/16	To consider the steps necessary to repair the war memorial
The Clerk was asked to liaise with the Church and Cookham Parish Council, who had recently undertaken this exercise, to pursue a possible grant towards the work required as itemized in the recent quotation received. If necessary and possible with the approval of the Church it was agreed that the Council should apply for the grant itself.

PC/95/16	Any other business and to consider agenda items for the next council meeting on 24th January 2017
95.1 Cllr. Price reported that residents were incensed about the closure of Mill Lane. Queues of traffic extended as far back as the cricket club on Berry Hill today. She asked Councillors if they would support a call for a judicial review which would need to be submitted within 6 weeks of 14th November. Cllr. Barnard clarified that a judicial review would not deal with the substance of the issue only whether due process had been followed. Even if the decision was quashed a new application could be made with the same result. He was aware that Berkeley Homes would fight any such application and funding was the main issue. Crowd funding for the first £1,000 might be possible to obtain legal advice. He added that he was aware that many residents did in fact support the closure. Cllr. Worthington said the original decision had been made two years ago during the planning process and the Council had supported that decision although it had been a ‘hobson’s choice’ as the priority then had been to secure a roundabout. He added that he believed a review of the issue was required under the terms of the SPD. Cllr. Symons added that the fear had also been the swamping of village roads by increased traffic from the new homes rat running through the village. Cllr. Le Touze felt more time should be given to see if the traffic problems alleviated themselves. It was felt that the public outcry had come too late. It was agreed that the Parish Council could not support the call for a judicial review.
95.2 Cllr. Price had inspected the barn following the message received from one of the governors at the school and reported that ivy was growing up into the tiles and potentially damaging them. The Clerk was asked to contact the neighbours – Simon and Victoria Smith - and ask if they might be prepared to pay half of the costs of having the barn professionally surveyed.
95.3 Items for the next agenda would include a dog bin for River Road, the community speedwatch scheme, the issue of more defibrillators and the issue of the barn.

PC/96/16 To consider Email etiquette 
It was agreed that:-
96.1 The Clerk should be more selective in what she circulated and to clearly mark each email in the subject header with whether it required immediate attention or was for information only or should be debated at the next meeting.
96.2 Councillors should resist debating issues by email but wait until the next meeting unless in emergencies.

The meeting ended at 9.10 pm.
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