
TAPLOW PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TAPLOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 24th JANUARY 2017 AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE PERKINS ROOM TAPLOW VILLAGE CENTRE HIGH STREET TAPLOW SL6 0EX
Present	
Cllr. George Sandy	(Chairman)	Cllr. John Bamberg 
Cllr. Jamie Barnard 			Cllr. John Kennedy
Cllr. Roger Worthington 		Cllr. Louise Symons
Cllr. Toby Greeves			Cllr. Val Pridmore
Cllr. Claire Price 			Cllr. Gerry O’Riordan
Mrs. K H Holder – clerk
Two members of the public including County Councillor Dev Dhillon.

Open forum  
Zoe Hatch outlined a proposal to hold events to screen films on the Green. Some interest was expressed and Cllr. Barnard agreed to liaise with Zoe to explore the viability of the concept and bring the matter back to the next meeting.

County Cllr. Dev Dhillon reported that in response to the recent dangerous incident on the corner of Rectory Road and the road leading to the school resulting from ice, he had secured £385 funding towards the £450 required to place a salt bin near that spot. The Chairman agreed to meet the shortfall in costs of £65 from his chairman’s allowance. Cllr. Dhillon would order the bin on the Council’s behalf and ensure it was full of salt in the first instance. Members present agreed that the Council should make the salt bin available for the public to use but that the Council would not be responsible for spreading salt or refilling the bin save at its future discretion. The Chairman would liaise with Cllr. Dhillon about the exact location for the bin.

Cllr. Dhillon confirmed that the cycleway project was being redesigned following the consultation and in the light especially of comments from the parish council and residents’ associations. He added that the installation of the MOVO lights in Berry Hill had been scheduled for March but he was arranging for this to be done during the Easter holidays to minimize disruption.  Finally, he was still trying to liaise with RBWM about the roads by the bridge but had not had much success.

Cllr. Kennedy enquired when River Road would be resurfaced and remarked. Cllr. Dhillon advised that a decision should be forthcoming in March.

PC/97/16	Apologies for absence
Cllr. Yannick Le Touze. 

PC/98/16	To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 29th November 
These were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

PC/99/16	Matters Arising
99.1 The Clerk confirmed that the litter picking equipment had arrived and was being stored at Zoe Hatch’s house to the best of her knowledge.
99.2 The Clerk confirmed that MF Clarke had been paid for work on the car park and it appeared to have been completed.
99.3 The Clerk reported that she had been in touch with Cookham Parish Council and the War Memorial Trust and had submitted a pre-application submission as the WMT required.
99.4 Cllr. Bamberg was concerned that the minute relating to the precept suggested that the increase in the precept of £3,000 would allow the council to mitigate traffic problems which was misleading. Cllr. Price explained that the increase was meant to cover the cost of acquiring a sentinel camera device and not traffic measures in general.

PC/100/16 To consider names for the small cul de sac off Institute Road
Following debate it was agreed to recommend Lotus Close and Langton Close as possible names.

PC/101/16 To consider what action to take re the roof of the barn on the Green
The Chairman advised that he and Cllr. Price had met with Kevin Dunne who owned a specialist restoration firm. The existing quote from Allen and Co. was to completely re- roof the north elevation only at a cost of £8,000 plus VAT. Dunne and Co had advised that for them to do the same would cost £11,000 but it was their opinion that a ‘clean and repair’ of the whole roof at a cost of approximately £5,000 would be sufficient. Following debate the Clerk was asked to try and obtain a third quote. In the meantime our contractors should be asked to cut the ivy stems from the base to prevent further damage but not to attempt to remove the ivy. It was agreed that once three quotes had been received the Chairman and Cllr. Price could make a decision to proceed on the quote they felt was best.

PC/102/16 To consider how to progress the assignment to THRGA of the Lease of the Old Priory Gardens
The Chairman advised that when the Council agreed to take on the lease of the Old Priory Gardens it was on the understanding that the lease would be assigned to THRGA after 3 years. That time limit expired a year ago but THRGA had not been co-operative. Cllr. Symons had heard that THRGA were concerned that the ‘bow’ in the Wellbank wall could collapse bringing down the wall by the OPG. Cllr. Barnard said that Wellbank had been notified of their responsibilities and would be liable and the Chairman expressed his view that the wall by the OPG had been rebuilt by SBDC and shouldn’t be affected in any event. Cllr. Barnard agreed to speak to THRGA about the issue.

PC/103/16 To agree to install a dog bin/s for River Road
This item was deferred to a future meeting.

PC/104/16 Update on community speedwatch scheme
Cllr. Greeves reported that the vetting process was continuing and that it would take until March before it was completed.

PC/105/16 To agree whether and where to install more defibrillators
Cllr. Pridmore was making progress identifying sites but still needed to meet with Richard Tracy from the ambulance service. The challenge was finding somewhere in the south of the parish and ideas were welcome.

PC/106/16 To re-consider the council’s position on unitary authorities
The Chairman noted that South Bucks and Chiltern District Councils had now submitted their proposals for two unitary authorities to the Secretary of State. It was agreed that the Parish Council should write to the Secretary of State to support their submission in favour of two unitary authorities.

PC/107/16 Planning
107.1 Cllr. Worthington reported (and his comments were approved by the Parish Council):-
107.1.1The following applications where the Council have raised concerns had been decided:
Lattice Cottage outline was rejected. 16/01976/OUT
Rose Cottage extension was approved 16/01670/NMA
107.1.2The following applications where the Council have raised concerns are still outstanding:
· Berkeley Homes Long term maintenance agreement. 15/01039/FUL cond 23/33
· Teeswood extension 16/01819/FUL
· Odds Farm change 16/01895/FUL amendment
107.1.3The A4 cycleway proposal has been withdrawn for re-assessment. (Not cancelled).
107.1.4 Berkeley Homes have applied to build a show apartment adjacent to the marketing suite 16/02438/FUL. Not minded to object.
107.2 Other concerns:
* RBWM Local Plan consultation - We have objected to this draft plan on the grounds that it plans 14,000+ houses, the bulk of which will be in the Maidenhead area. There is no provision in the 20 year plan for any road infrastructure. We consider that this growth, together with the increased capacity of the M4, will seriously overload the A4 in Taplow, leading to unacceptable levels of congestion and pollution.
* Thames Riviera Hotel change of use. (RBWM 16/03297/FUL)
We objected to this application as the proposed Taplow facing east façade is grossly out of keeping with the Victorian building and the Grade I listed Maidenhead Bridge. The same high standards should apply as were exercised for the Mill Lane development on the opposite bank. We also suggested that there is an opportunity to revise the lane flows at the bridge roundabout.
107.3 Neighbourhood Plan
The formatted questionnaire is completed and formal quotes are being obtained for printing after proof check. Survey Monkey version available very shortly. Intention is to hand deliver early February. Financing up to public presentation of results needs discussion. This will be on the next agenda.

PC/108/16 To receive reports from outside bodies
There were none.

PC/109/16 Finance
109.1 Expenditure shown in the cashbook circulated prior to the meeting was approved for payment.
109.2   A 2% increase in salaries for employees was agreed with effect from 1st April 2017

PC/110/16 Any other business 
110.1 The Chairman announced his decision to step down as chairman at the Annual meeting in May as he felt 5 years was long enough in the role. He would continue as a member. He was pleased to advise that Cllr. Barnard had expressed a willingness to stand for the Chairmanship but that should not preclude any other members from standing.
110.2 Cllr. Bamberg announced that he would be stepping down as a councillor with effect from the May Annual meeting as he was moving from the Parish.
110.3 Cllr. Kennedy announced that he would also be stepping down as a councillor in May after 40 years in local public service.
110.4 Cllr. Symons was concerned about the entrance way to Summerleaze which had become a dumping ground. The Clerk was asked to write to Summerleaze and ask them if they would place sufficient topsoil to prevent cars parking there.
110.5 Cllr. Symons reported that Summerleaze had asked in the past what would be the best use for their land. After debate it was felt that a nature reserve might be the best idea.
110.6 Cllr. O’Riordan asked the Clerk to chase SBDC for details of their litter picking rotas.


.
The meeting ended at 8.44 pm.



1

